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Dear Applicant 

 

Thank you for showing an interest in the vacant position at Witherlea School. 

 

We are a U5 decile 9 school situated on the southern edge of Blenheim. 403 

children presently enjoy their days with us. 

 

Our school is pleasantly located in an attractive Blenheim suburb.  The school is 

very well resourced.  Our community places high value on their children’s 

education, expects high standards and gives generously of it’s time and skills.  

It, along with the staff and children, is proud of their school. 

 

The school is well regarded in our community - and rightly so!  We place great 

importance on co-operative team-work, effective professional development, and 

living by a strong set of community agreed values.  We are currently placing a 

strong focus on developing collaborative communities for our learners, and in 

2017 will be working within a revamped school-wide structure. 

 

If you choose to apply for the position, we will expect you to: 

 come fully on board with the vision we have for our children; 

 be knowledgeable and confident in all curriculum areas; 

 exhibit strong pupil management strategies; 

 have a broad range of teaching approaches and strategies, which will 

extend children’s thinking and processing to their capabilities; 

 be keen to collaborate with a highly professional team of teachers who 

know that there is great strength in sharing each other’s skills, ideas and 

problems; 

 be confident, honest and realistic in your communications with parents and 

others in the community; 

 enjoy our children and foster in them an enthusiasm for learning; 

 uphold the right for all children at our school to be happy, safe, and able 

to learn in a calm yet stimulating environment; 

 be pro-active in searching for better and exciting ways of helping children 

to learn; 

 be totally committed to requiring children’s learning and outcomes, 

behaviour and social interactions to be of the highest quality possible. 

 

We believe that really good schools need all of these elements - consistently 

applied across all classrooms. 

 

If you think you can meet these expectations then please do apply, and offer 

yourself the chance to work in a progressive educational environment in a great 

part of the country. 

 

We require: 

 the completed application form 

 a full CV including personal educational philosophy 

 2 references, and 

 3 referees 

Please send applications to Witherlea School, Upper Weld Street, Blenheim 7201 

or email principal@witherlea.school.nz. 

Again, thank you for your interest.  We look forward to hearing back from you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Murray Hewson 

Principal 
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APPLICATION FORM 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

NAME: _______________________________TITLE_____ 
 

M.O.E NUMBER: __________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ 

 
PHONE (Home) __________________  Work__________________ 

 
    (Mobile) __________________ 

 
POSITION APPLIED FOR: ______________________________        

  
CURRENT GRADE AND PAY SCALE STEP: _________________ 

 
REFEREES 

 

 Name Address Phone Mobile 

    

    

    

 
Do you hold current Teacher Registration?  Yes No 

Total years teaching service    ________  
Have you been convicted of any criminal offence or otherwise know 

of any reasons why you may be an unsuitable person to work with 

children? Yes   No 
If yes please provide details: 

 

 

I certify that the information given and in supplementary materials 

forwarded as part of my application is to the best of my knowledge 

correct. 
 

SIGNED________________________         DATE_____________ 
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Teacher’s Job Description 

 
A Witherlea teacher is a person who can motivate, inspire and challenge learners. 

They bring to the classroom confidence, compassion, creativity and the ability to 

build positive relationships with the children.  They provide a safe environment 

where the children are encouraged to communicate, collaborate, think critically 

and creatively on their learning journey.  This teacher will have an understanding 

of a 21st Century learner and the learning environment that embraces the use of 

technology. 

 

Key tasks, responsibilities and expectations: 

 

Respect all students: 

Each person’s ideas and opinions are valued.  Students will feel safe to express 

their feelings and learn to respect and listen to others.  Creates a welcoming 

environment for all students. 

 

Create a sense of community and belonging in the classroom: 

Provide a supportive, collaborative environment.  Each student is aware that he 

or she is an important, integral part of the group.  Students know that they can 

depend on the entire class, including the teacher. 

 

Warm, accessible, enthusiastic and caring: 

Approachable, not only to students, but to everyone.  Students know they can go 

with any problems or concerns or even to share a funny story. 

 

Set high expectations for all students: 

Realises that the expectations they have for their students greatly affect the 

student’s achievement. 

 

Has a love of learning: 

Inspires students with a passion for learning.  Is excited about and engages in 

own professional learning and uses the spiral of inquiry model to improve student 

learning and engagement. 

 

Is a skilled leader: 

Providing opportunities for students to assume leadership roles. 

 

Is reflective and flexible in day to day learning opportunities and 

experiences: 

Assessment is ongoing throughout the day and new ways are found to present 

material to make sure that every student understands the key concepts. 

 

Collaborates with colleagues on an ongoing basis: 

Views collaboration as a way to learn from a fellow professional.  Uses 

constructive criticism and advice as an opportunity to grow as an educator. 

 

Maintains professionalism in all areas: 

From personal appearance to organisational skills and preparedness for each day.  

Communication skills are exemplary, whether speaking with an administrator, a 

student or a colleague. 


