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Thank you for your interest in the fixed term Scale A teacher position at Kohukohu School.  We seek 

an enthusiastic and highly skilled teacher who is passionate about children.  The successful applicant 

will be a collaborative team player with proven teaching skills and an excellent understanding of the 

New Zealand curriculum.  Applicants must have the ability to meet the needs of our Maori tamariki, 

teach in a blended E-learning environment, and accelerate learning. 

Included in this document are details on the following: 

• Application Timeframe 

• Person Specification 

• Kohukohu School Description 

If you require further information regarding the position, or wish to visit the school, please do not 

hesitate to contact me on 09 4055877 or 021 723 097. 

Your application will include a covering letter, completed application form, and your CV detailing 

qualifications, teaching history and teacher registration details, permission for us to contact previous 

employers, and referee and/or references.  Please forward your application by email to 

principal@kohukohu.school.nz or by hand/post in an envelope marked ‘Confidential’ at your earliest 

convenience to :  Principal, Kohukohu School, PO Box 52, Kohukohu, Hokianga.  Applications close at 

9am on Monday 2nd of December 2019. 

 

Naku noa, 

 

 

Cecilia Gray 

Principal 
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Application Timeframe 

 

Applications close   Monday 2nd December 2019 at 9am 

Short-listing of applicants  Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

Referees contacted   Between Monday 2nd  

     and Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

 

Interview candidates informed   Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

 

Interviews     Friday 6th December 2019 

Position commences Start of Term One 2020 (Tuesday 28 January) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Person Specification 

The following characteristics are attributes we expect all teachers to 

have: 

• An in-depth knowledge of the New Zealand Curriculum. 

•  An excellent knowledge of the planning, teaching, assessment and evaluation cycle.  

• A thorough knowledge of and an ability to implement teaching approaches based on 

current learning pedagogy, particularly formative practices. 

• Understanding of and ability to deliver learning programmes that take account of children’s 

different cultural and learning needs. 

• Excellent classroom management skills. 

• A willingness to adapt and work collaboratively in a shared space. 

• An ability to respond to the academic, social, cultural, emotional and physical needs of 

children. 

•  An ability to maintain a physical learning environment that reflects the current learning 

taking place, celebrates achievement and inspires children.  

• Skilled at meeting administration deadlines including assessment data entry requirements. 

• A willingness to relate positively to the school community and participate in the extra 

curricula activities of the school. 

• Personal commitment to professional development and to implementing and sustaining 

new ‘best practice’ models. 

• Digital literacy as a teaching and learning tool. 

• Respect for and willingness to learn te reo Māori me ngā tikanga Māori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Kohukohu School 
Te Kura o Kohukohu 

 

 

Mission Statement  
 

‘Te Reo, Te Mana, Te Wairua’  

 

Vision Statement 

   

“Kia Ako Tahi Tatou Mo Ake Tonu Atu Ra” 

“Emphasis on learning for life” 

 

 

School History 

 

Our original school house was situated on the corner of Yarborough and Kirkpatrick 

Street, prior to 1972.  There was a concern with the movement of the ground and the 

school committee at that time, requested that a new school be built on a new site.  The 

Ministry at that time placed the school on a priority based waiting list and it was to take 

some time before this application would be approved.   The school committee, at that 

stage was very concerned with the movement of the earth on the school grounds, so 

a deputation was put forward to the Minister of Education, Mr Tallboys.  As a result, 

the school was given priority and moved up the list.  Approval was given and a new 

school was built in Beach Road, where the school is currently situated.   

The official opening for the school was on Saturday 16 December 1972 at 1pm.  The 

Principal at this time was Mr Dennis Thorne.   

 

The old school house is now used by the community for meetings and community 

events.  It is now owned by Conservation. 

 

The old pillars that took pride of place at the front gate of the old school were re-

erected at the entrance of the new school site in 1972.  Inscribed on these gates are 

the names of WWI veterans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



KOHUKOHU SCHOOL 

 

Many older residents recall their schooling at the “old school”, most of which still 

stands on the hill above Kohukohu.  The present school was built in 1972, with three 

classrooms and an administration block creating an ‘L’ shape around a sealed 

playground with adjoining netball-tennis courts.  A swimming pool was added and 

together with a dental clinic and Play Centre provided Kohukohu with a vibrant 

education heart. 

 

That however was only the start.  A Children’s Community Library was added in 

1992 and a fourth classroom in 1994.  Those two buildings shared a generous 

covered veranda looking over the playing fields across to the Hokianga Harbour.  In 

1997 the sports field had major reconstruction to provide a year-round playing area, 

and the Parent-Teacher Association at the time constructed an Adventure 

Playground in 1998. 

 

In 2009 the staff, whanau, community, Principal and Board of Trustees, developed 

through whanau hui, a school based curriculum document – ‘Te Marautanga o 

Kohukohu’   The document shows the goals, aspirations, values and principles that 

the staff, Board, whanau and community of Kohukohu uphold to ensure educational 

success for all tamariki that attend Kohukohu School.  It also reflects the NZ 

curriculum document learning areas which is the basis of curriculum focus for the 

school. Kohukohu School utilises both legislative curriculum documents, Te Whariki 

and the NZ Curriculum documents.  

 

The school has superb facilities, a large innovative learning space – Te Ruma 

Auahatanga which is recently upgraded, and a junior learning space – Te Ruma 

Parekareka (is next to be upgraded), wharenui, an art/science-tech block and, a 

music room.  The grounds are well presented, and provide large playing areas, 

basketball and netball court, swimming pool and playing field.  The school is also 

able to use the Kohukohu Town Hall for sporting and cultural activities throughout 

the school year.  

 

Kohukohu School has developed, and continue to maintain proudly, their school 

Maara kai – garden throughout the school year. The Maara Kai includes, raised 

garden beds, a garden shed and worm farm.  Students are fully involved in recycling.   

 

Our roll currently is 42 pupils from surrounding districts. Kohukohu School is a full 

primary, decile 2.  

 

 

 

 



 
          

 

 

Kohukohu - Township & Community 

 

The historic village of Kohukohu is a relic of a grand town at the turn of the 19th – 20th 

century. Very picturesque with lovingly restored older houses in the bush-clad hills 

surrounding the harbour, it claims the oldest Maori and European settlement. Kupe, 

seeking a homeland for his people, landed within the Hokianga, and named it as "the 

place of returning". 

 

The first European to settle here, one Captain Clark did so in 1830. Fire has 

destroyed much of the grandeur of the town, but a small commercial centre remains. 

This has a general store, 2nd hand clothing shop, postal delivery centre, a hotel 

which offers accommodation, café, several fine home stay B&B's, an award- winning 



Backpackers Lodge, an Ambulance Station, a Fire Brigade with large clubrooms, a 

Bowling Club, a library, art gallery. 

 

The community runs an active Arts Council, promoting diverse cultural events, a 

Historic & Arts society, adult sports clubs, three marae with marae-based activities, 

CWI, Bowling Club with strong membership.  We are well served by the Hokianga 

Community Health Service with Health Nurses, a clinic, and the Hospital at Rawene.  

Pre-school education offers a Playcentre.  For secondary education children have a 

choice of four accessible secondary schools, all of which require some bus and / or 

ferry travel to reach them. 

 

For leisure and recreation, the harbour offers beauty, fishing, swimming, & boating. 

Bush and bush walks are all about. There are several churches, and a great deal of 

formal & informal social activity including a number of concerts.  

 

 

 

 


