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Philosophy  

Montessori Home Based Care Christchurch strives to provide warm and attentive care to 

children, promoting confidence in exploration, independence, concentration and communication.  

Our environment aims to enrich and enhance the knowledge, skills and dispositions children bring 

to the service and through collaboration with families and the Montessori Philosophy, we aim to 

develop competent learners who are secure in their sense of belonging, contribution and value to 

society. 

At Montessori Home Based Care we have a deep respect for children as unique individuals. The 

Montessori approach recognises each child's different learning styles and follows each 

individuals pace of learning. Our environment allows each child to explore, be curious, question 

and challenge while developing their own interests and linking these to their family and 

community. Our environment is a place where each child is encouraged to develop their own 

decision making and become independent.   

Our specialised curriculum is carefully structured and integrated to demonstrate the 

connections between the different learning areas. Learning in one area thus has relevance to 

other areas. We also integrate and implement the New Zealand Early Childhood Curriculum Te 

Whāriki within our philosophy and in all other areas. Our activities have a self-correction 

method which leads to a child challenging themselves, trying things out and developing a sense of 

perseverance leading to satisfaction and enjoyment in self-directed learning. The daily routines 

allow freedom of choice in the prepared environment to work both indoors and outdoors, these 

include opportunities for exploring the Montessori materials of Practical Life, Sensorial 

equipment, Number works, Language and the Cultural subjects, which include Science, 

Geography, History, Art and Music. The programme recognises that children pass through 

‘sensitive periods’ for learning different skills, and therefore allows children to work at their 

own pace, following their own interests. The programme enables children to work independently, 

on a one-to-one basis, and in small groups, promoting social awareness and co-operation.  

The Montessori philosophy advocates for the holistic development of each child through a 

specially prepared environment, it recognises in the child a natural desire to learn.  The 

educator acts as a facilitator, preparing an aesthetically-pleasing environment which provides 

opportunities for each child to develop life-long skills such as independence, self-esteem, 

concentration, co-ordination, inner motivation, respect for each other and the environment, and 

a love of learning. Through careful observation the educator is able to provide appropriate 

challenges at the optimum time for each child, supporting them towards reaching their full 

potential. 

Our home based settings allow each of the characteristics we aim to provide, to be delivered 

within an environment where educators , children and families have a greater ability to 

communicate effectively, to build closer relationships where the children’s learning and 

development will prosper. 


