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Somerville Intermediate is widely recognised as a high performing and 
innovative school. We strive to be the best we can be so that you can be the 
best you can be. Much is offered by our school and much is expected from 
our students. Parents can expect much from us and their children over the 
two formative years spent at our school.

www.somervilleintermediate.school.nz

welcome

David Ellery,  MEd Admin, BA, Dip Ed, Dip Tchg, ACIS

Principal
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our people

People are our greatest resource.  We believe being 
the best you can be means working collaboratively 
in a dynamic learning environment.  At Somerville 
students, teachers and the community work together 
to get the very best outcomes.  Somerville provides an 
environment of inclusiveness and connectedness for 
students, staff and its community. It’s a place people 
enjoy and are proud to be part of. 

Ongoing professional development is critical to ensure the most 
effective practices are employed to optimise student achievement.  
Somerville provides an exciting and challenging professional 
development programme for staff to ensure they are up to date with 
the latest teaching strategies and research.  Students and teachers 
continuously reflect to identify both areas of strength and next steps for 
development.  

Being the best you can be means adopting a growth mindset and this is 
evident in our people through their desire to continuously improve.
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the best that we can be
Excellence   At Somerville we strive towards excellence in 
every area of school life by being organised, dedicated, hard-working 
and the very best we can be.

Integrity   At Somerville we conduct ourselves with integrity 
and strive to always act in a way that honours ourselves and others.

Respect   At Somerville we respect ourselves, others, the 
environment and the right to learn.

The best that you can be is more than just a motto.  It acts 
as a compass for our school.  It directs as well as captures 
all that we aspire to.  It transcends students, staff and 
the community and is woven into the very fabric of 
Somerville.  It is best encapsulated by our ‘Student Code 
of Ethics’ that was developed by our students for our 
students and of which are unique to our school.
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student support
Somerville Intermediate is a highly inclusive school that caters for the 
needs of all students through a full range of learning opportunities 
appropriate to their level.  Students are also supported in their social 
and emotional development through carefully considered programmes 
that meet the specific needs of young adolescents.  We recognise the 
pastoral care of our students is vital in their growth and development 
and along with effective programmes we also have onsite professional 
counsellors that students can access.  

Perseverance   At Somerville we persevere 
through obstacles and challenges by being reflective, 
honest and seeking the support and guidance of others.

Attitude   At Somerville we apply a positive 
attitude to all that we do or undertake and look for 
opportunities to support and encourage others.
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Students will be able to pursue topics that are of personal 
interest and will be both supported and challenged to think 
critically and creatively.  Authentic Learning Journeys or 
(ALJs) form the framework of integrated learning and a lot of 
the critical and creative thinking opportunities for students.  
An authentic learning journey provides opportunities for 
students to be involved in real life learning, as research 
has proven that students are more likely to develop deep 
understanding when they are involved in authentic, connected 
learning situations.  

This process provides students opportunities to ask relevant 
questions and to develop as confident learners who can think 
critically through issues and problems to find purposeful 
solutions and understandings.  Our vision for an authentic 
learning journey is that it acts as a catalyst that promotes 
personal growth and a sense of social action and social justice.

our learning
inside the classroom

As a future focussed school with a culture of excellence, we 
believe being the best you can be means that learning will be 
dynamic, inspiring, collaborative, challenging and student centred. 
Learning experiences will take the students beyond the classroom 
walls. Personalising learning will meet the needs of our young 
adolescents and nurture their inquiring minds.  We understand 
the importance of our role in developing global citizens that are 
confident, connected and able to thrive in the interconnected 
world in which they live.
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our learning
outside the classroom

Somerville has a long history in providing exceptional 
opportunities for students to learn and grow outside 
the classroom.  Classroom excursions provide a set of 
experiences that enrich students’ learning.

All Year 7 students participate in a 4 day camp on 
Motutapu Island.  This camp is designed to build their 
self confidence and self efficacy as well as solidifying 

relationships with their peers and teachers.  Students 
will be challenge by a huge array of activities that 

include kayaking, sailing, abseiling, rock climbing, archery, 
orienteering and raft building.  Each activity is carried out 

by professional outdoor educators and is supported by 
teachers and parents.  Without doubt the Motutapu Camp is a 

highlight for every student.

Year 8 students will participate in a dynamic Education Outside 
the Classroom experience.  Historically this has included an 

overnight stay at the  Maketu Marae in Kawhia, challenged activities 
at Motumoana and Huia Outdoor Pursuit Centres.  These experiences are 

designed to challenge students and foster personal growth.

Somerville Intermediate School 8
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Culture and Sport
We are proud to embrace the cultural diversity that exists in our 
school and provide a range of opportunities for all students to 
express themselves.  Culture is an important context in which 
students can learn a great deal about themselves and others.  We have 
a talented team of visual arts, music and dance and drama specialists 
who provide platforms to celebrate our diversity, uniqueness and 
inclusiveness. 

Another core strength of our school is the wide 
range of sporting opportunities that cater for all, 
from novice to expert.  Sport is a powerful vehicle 
that enables participants to experience success, 
challenge, and mateship.  Supporting students 
to engage in healthy competition is an important 
part of their character development.  Challenging 
oneself is a vital element of being the best you 
can be and to support this, students are able to 
participate in competitive contexts ranging from 
inter classroom games right through to elite 
nation-wide competitions.

Prospectus9

j8817 - Somerville Intermediate - Prospectus 2016 - inside pages - PRINT-REFLEX BLUE.indd   9 30/06/16   6:15 PM



We believe that being the best you can be means providing the 
very best facilities for our students and staff.  A state-of-the-
art multipurpose gymnasium, synthetic turf field, recreation 
areas, specialist science laboratory, music suite, large and 
vibrant information centre, and performing arts centre are 
some of the resources available to students so they can 
optimise their potential and invest in their passions.

our environment
facilities & resources
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SOMERVILLE
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

history
Our Name
Our school was named after the Somerville Family who owned the land on 
which the school was built.  Te Kura Waenganui o Mangemangeroa is the Maori 
name officially given to the school in 1999 by Ngai Tai kaumatua (our local 
iwi leaders).  It stands alongside the name Somerville Intermediate School 
and reflects an appreciation and understanding of the early history of the 
area.  Both these names were used at the dawn blessing ceremony when the 
school was opened.

Somerville Family
The Somerville Family were originally from Howick in Ireland. The Somerville 
Family bought a farm in the Somerville area (then called Paparoa) in 1863. The 
Somerville’s neighbours were the Nicholas family. They farmed the land on 
which our school stands from 1851.

Archie (Archibald Montgomery) Somerville married Dorendia Jane Nicholas 
and so the land passed into the ownership of the Somerville family. The last 
local Somerville was also called Archie. He sold the farm in 1988 and arranged 
for the land on which our school is located, to be earmarked for a school after 
he died. He died in 1992.

With the large number of houses being built in the area, a new intermediate 
school was needed and so the building of our school started in 1996. The 
school opened to students on 28 January 1997.

The Somerville’s bought their farm from Thomas Brady, the publican at Howick 
Arms Hotel. The land was scrub and native grasses and they grew wheat and 
oats as their main source of income. They harvested their last crop in 1930 and 
their reaper and binder is now in the Howick Historical Village.

After 1930, a disease called ‘rust’ and low prices for New Zealand wheat 
compared to wheat from Canada and Australia made it uneconomic to grow 
wheat. The Somerville’s then changed to dairying and sheep and beef cattle. 
Their cow shed has been re-erected in the Howick Historical Village.

Archie Somerville died in 1992 when he was 60 years old. His mother, Dorendia, 
and Archie used horses for pulling carts and farm equipment until the 1970s. 
Archie used to dip the sheep by damming the creek behind the house, pouring 
the drench, and driving the sheep through. This was disastrous for fish life, but 
it was in the days when few thought about the effects on the environment.

The Nicholas family bought the farm on Somerville Road in 1851. John Nicholas 
was called ‘Nozie’ as he lost part of his nose from frostbite while serving for the 
British Army in Canada. Old residents remember him using a knife instead of a 
fork and spoon, as was the old custom in country areas of Britain in the 1840s.

Locals said John Nicholas always sat with a leg over the arm of the chair - 
which in Victorian times of strict social behaviour showed bad breeding. Mrs 
Ann Nicholas was a local midwife during the 1850s and 1860s. The Nicholas 
family demolished their two storey house in Somerville Road and moved to 
Nicholas Road in 1920 to be closer to the electricity in Whitford Road.

Extensive 
opportunities 

for students 
to achieve, 

grow and be 
inspired

We offer you:A high performing and  
successful school, opened in 1997  

in Howick, east AucklandRoll of approx. 950 students
Inquiry Learning & Curriculum Integration
e-learning and virtues programmes are  

key features of our schoolVibrant and modern environment
Teachers and students who are  

focussed on learningExtensive state of the art resources
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