
 
Welcome to St Gerard’s School & Central Otago 

 
St Gerard’s is a lovely small school in the lovely small town of Alexandra, sitting in the heart of 
Central Otago.  
 
Our school draws pupils from Alexandra, Clyde, Omakau and surrounding areas and we have 
families from a variety of backgrounds, both urban and rural and from many different cultures.  
 
Our last ERO report from 2015 can be found here: 
http://www.ero.govt.nz/review-reports/st-gerards-school-alexandra-23-09-2015/. 
 
Over the last two years we have been working with our school community to develop a new 
shared school vision.  Our vision is outlined in the school charter which can be found here on 
the school website: http://www.stgerards.school.nz/board-of-trustees-1/school-charter 
You will also find links to information about our Catholic character and other aspects of our 
school including our classroom blogs and newsletters. 
 
Following the recently completed special character review with very positive feedback, the 
school leadership, board and staff are at the exciting stage of implementing our new vision and 
building on our excellent academic programmes through inquiry based learning. We have an 
increasing focus on student agency and community driven learning opportunities. 
 
As a Catholic integrated school we have close links with St John The Baptist parish and a very 
supportive parish priest who is regularly in the school.  
 
What does 2018 hold for St Gerard’s? 
 
As a member of the Dunstan Community of Learning we will be working towards the shared 
achievement challenges based around reading, maths, oral language and increased learner 
agency. 
St Gerard’s is a restorative practice school and in 2018 we are introducing the “Play Is The 
Way” social and emotional learning programme to support the development of positive 
relationships within the school. 
In 2018 we will also be continuing our focus on caring for our environment as we work towards 
achieving silver Enviroschool status. 
 
Why move to sunny Central Otago ??? 
Life here is relaxed and a chance to enjoy four distinct seasons, breathtaking scenery all around 
you and still be only an hour’s drive from the busy tourist destinations of Queenstown and 
Wanaka. Alexandra is also just over two hours from the city of Dunedin, the majestic isolation of 
West Coast and Fiordland’s natural beauty  - meaning that those holiday breaks can truly be a 
chance to recharge and “get away from it all”.  
Alexandra is the commercial hub of Central Otago and is one of the more affordable areas for 
housing in Central Otago with excellent local services and community amenities. 
For more information check out http://www.centralotagonz.com/ 
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